
April 27, 2018

TO: Superintendents
Directors of Student Support Services
Supervisors of Child Welfare and Attendance
Directors of Alternative Education
Los Angeles County School Districts

FROM: Debra Duardo, M.S.W., Ed.D.
Superintendent

SUBJECT: AB922 - Los Angeles County Plan for Expelled Students - Board Approval

Further assistance is requested in meeting the mandates of Education Code (EC) Section 48926, which 
requires school districts and county offices of education to develop a countywide plan for providing 
education services to all expelled students in the county. The updated plan, last published in 2015, was 
adopted by the Los Angeles County Board of Education at its April 10, 2018, regular meeting, and reflects 
district responses to the December 14, 2017, survey that was provided to districts countywide.

The plan also provides a basic overview of how the mandates of EC 48926 have been addressed in Los 
Angeles County, plus includes suggestions for the future to better meet district needs.

Enclosed is a copy of the Los Angeles County Plan for Expelled Pupils. We ask that you present this 
document to your local governing Board by Wednesday, June 13, 2018 for approval as a basic plan to 
address the needs of all expelled pupils in Los Angeles County, as required by EC Section 48926.

Following Board approval, please send the enclosed verification of approval along with a copy of your local 
Board agenda item and minutes reflecting Board approval to meet the verification requirement.  Please send 
these items to the attention of Dr. Victor Thompson, Director, Division of Student Support Services, via jet 
mail, no later than Tuesday, June 26, 2018. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please call Dr. 
Thompson’s office at (562) 922-6233.
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Please note that this report is not required by statute, but is recommended as a means of providing 
information for the local governing board.  

Board Meeting _________________   (Date)

Item VI. Reports/Study Topics

District Plan for Expelled Students/Adoption of the Los Angeles County Plan for Expelled 
Pupils

In considering the adoption of the Los Angeles County Plan for Expelled Students, the 
Divisions of Student Support Services and Alternative Education will present a report on 
existing programs and services found within the district.

District Vision Statement regarding Serving At-Risk Students

Description of the Division of Alternative Education

Description of the Division of Student Support Services/Child Welfare and Attendance

Description of Other Means of Correction/Alternatives to Suspension and Expulsion 
services and programs

Data: Suspension and Expulsion

District Educational Alternatives
 District-operated programs
 Charter School alternatives
 LACOE alternative programs
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Board Meeting _________________   (Date)

Item VIII. Recommendations

Adoption of the Los Angeles County Plan for Expelled Pupils.

The Superintendent recommends that the Board adopt the Los Angeles County Plan for 
Expelled Pupils (triennial update).

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  Section 48926 of the California Education Code 
requires the County Superintendent of Schools, in conjunction with superintendents of the 
school districts within the County, to develop a plan for providing services to expelled 
pupils. The county-wide plan shall:

 Enumerate existing educational alternatives
 Identify gaps in educational services
 Identify plans for filling those service gaps and
 Identify alternative placements for pupils who fail to meet terms and conditions of their 

alternative placement.

Local governing boards are asked to accept and acknowledge a basic plan to address the 
needs of all expelled students in Los Angeles County, as required by Education Code 
Section 48926.

POLICY/ISSUE: Education Code 48926

FISCAL IMPACT: None

Superintendent and Staff Recommend: Accept and Acknowledge the Los Angeles County 
Plan for Expelled Students.
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY PLAN FOR EXPELLED STUDENTS

LOCAL GOVERNING BOARD VERIFICATION CHECKLIST

Date: ____________ School District: _____________________________________________

Board Meeting Date: ____________ Superintendent: ____________________________________

Attached are the following items:

_____ Board Agenda Item

_____ Copy of Board meeting minutes 

Please return via jet mail, no later than Tuesday, June 26, 2018, to:
Dr. Victor Thompson, Director
Division of Student Support Services
Los Angeles County Office of Education

If you should have any questions, please contact Dr. Thompson’s office at (562) 922-6233 or 
Thompson_Victor@lacoe.edu.
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Los Angeles County Plan for Expelled Pupils 
(Education Code Section 48926) 

 
 

Introduction 
 
The Los Angeles County Superintendent of Schools, in conjunction with the superintendents of 
the school districts within the county, have developed the following county-wide plan for 
providing educational services to expelled pupils within the county pursuant to California 
Education Code, Section 48926. In addressing the needs of all expelled pupils, the countywide 
plan shall: 

• enumerate existing educational alternatives for expelled pupils; 
• identify gaps in educational services to expelled pupils; 
• identify strategies for filling those gaps in services; and, 
• identify alternative placements for pupils who are expelled and placed in district 

community day school programs, but who fail to meet the terms and conditions of their 
required rehabilitation plan or who pose a danger to other district pupils, as determined 
by the governing board. 

 
Section 48916.1 provides that at the time an expulsion of a pupil is ordered, the governing board 
shall ensure that an education program is provided to the pupil who is subject to the expulsion 
order for the period of the expulsion. Any educational program provided pursuant to this section 
may be operated by the school district, the county superintendent of schools, or a consortium of 
districts or in joint agreement with the county superintendent of schools. 
 
To address the needs of expelled pupils, a number of alternative education programs have been 
developed by local school districts and the Los Angeles County Office of Education to provide 
continuing educational opportunities. 
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Profile 
 
The Los Angeles County Office of Education (LACOE) is the nation’s largest regional education 
agency. Los Angeles County, the most populous county in the nation, has over 10 million 
residents, including about 1.6 million students in 80 public school districts. Our largest district, 
Los Angeles Unified School District, has an enrollment of 667,251 students, while our smallest, 
Gorman School District, has 96 students. Our countywide service area encompasses 88 cities and 
4,084 square miles. 
 
 

LACOE is a premier provider of integrated, educational programs and services from birth 
to adulthood in a richly diverse and multicultural global environment. 
 
LACOE uses a variety of service delivery systems to eliminate the educational barriers 
associated with poverty and racial divisiveness in education, enabling students to exceed 
state and national standards. These services include universal, quality, early childhood 
education, effective data driven programs for all students, and state of the art technical 
assistance. 
 
LACOE organizes its infrastructure to provide leadership in creating unique, nationally 
recognized models in education, including models for innovative staff development and 
training. LACOE earns the public's confidence by: making the school the hub of the 
community, making the most efficient use of financial resources, bridging the "digital 
divide" in technology access and content, and developing collaborative partnerships for 
students, parents, and community. LACOE embraces a culture of diversity that promotes 
an inclusive, prosperous learning and workplace environment. 

 
 

Division of Student Programs 
The Division of Student Programs (DSP) serves approximately 3,400 students throughout Los 
Angeles County. DSP provides instructional and educational services in a variety of settings, 
including 3 juvenile hall schools, 10 camp schools, 2 residential Community Education Centers, 
8 County Community Schools, 5 independent study programs, and 2 specialized high schools. 
All school sites are WASC accredited offer Common Core curriculum and a variety of 
supplemental services intended to address the learning needs of individual students. 
Additionally, school personnel work closely with the Probation Department and the Department 
of Mental Health to provide comprehensive educational services for all students. The mission of 
the Division of Student Programs is to ensure student success by providing quality academic 
programs, supported by an organizational culture that is focused on data and Professional 
Learning Communities. DSP is responsible for the placement and services for expelled students 
who are referred to LACOE. 
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Division of Pupil Services 
 

The Division of Pupil Services (DPS) supports the Principal Administrative Units (PAUs) in the 
Division of Student Programs and the Division of Special Education with the implementation of 
programs and initiatives to facilitate the academic, emotional, mental, social, and physical health 
of all students. This support is provided through professional development and the collaborative 
efforts of staff members in the Camps Assessment Unit, Compliance Support Services, Health 
Services, Neglected/Delinquent and Homeless youth services, as well as Counseling, Nursing 
and Aftercare Services. The mission of the Division of Pupil Services is to meet the academic, 
social, emotional, and physical needs of the students we serve in Educational Programs. 
 
 

Division of Student Support Services 
The Division of Student Support Services (SSS) serves school districts and LACOE programs, 
and provides technical assistance in the areas of student discipline, pupil records, custody of 
minors, education for homeless children and youth, compulsory attendance and truancy 
reduction, counseling and guidance, health services, school violence reduction, safe school 
planning, emergency response and crisis intervention, immigration relations, expanded learning 
and alcohol, tobacco and drug intervention and prevention. SSS is responsible for handling 
expulsion appeals to the county board of education of students expelled from the school districts, 
and providing support for students, parents, and school districts who are participating in the 
expulsion appeal process. 
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Educational Alternatives for Expelled Pupils 
 
School districts located within Los Angeles County provide a number of options for expelled 
pupils, depending on the specific violation of Sections 48900, 48900.2, 48900.3, 48900.4 and 
48900.7 of the California Education Code. The alternative education program to which an 
expelled pupil may be assigned is preceded by a decision of the local governing board which 
may provide for one of the following expulsion orders which describes the students' educational 
placement: 
 

1. Suspended enforcement of the expulsion order with placement on the same school 
campus [EC § 48917 (a)]; 

 
2. Suspended enforcement of the expulsion order with placement on a different school 

campus within the district or a district alternative program such as school or continuation 
high school programs [EC § 48917(a)]; 

 
3. Expulsion with a referral to a District Community Day School program, if available 

[EC § 48660]; or, 
 
4. Expulsion with a referral to a County Community School or other appropriate programs 

operated by the Los Angeles County Office of Education [EC § 1981(c)]. 
 
A pupil who is expelled for violation for an act listed in subdivision (c) of EC § 48915 
(mandatory expulsion section), shall be assigned to a program of study that meets all of the 
following conditions: 
 
(1) Is appropriately prepared to accommodate pupils who exhibit discipline problems. 
 
(2)  Is not provided at a comprehensive middle, junior, or senior high school, or at any 

elementary school. 
 
(3) Is not housed at the school site attended by the pupil at the time of suspension. 
 
At the time an expulsion of a pupil is ordered, the governing board of the school district shall 
ensure that an educational program is provided to the pupil who is subject to the expulsion order 
for the period of the expulsion. Any education program provided may be operated by the school 
district, the county superintendent of schools, or a consortium of districts or in joint agreement 
with the county superintendent of schools. 
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District Operated Programs 
 
The range of alternative programs currently offered by school districts throughout Los Angeles 
County includes the following options: 

• Community Day Schools; 
• Independent Study (offered in conjunction with a classroom option); 
• Opportunity School/Class; 
• Continuation High School; 
• Charter School; 
• Adult Education Programs; and, 
• Special Education. 
 

If a school district is unable to provide a suitable program or if the expelled pupil fails to meet 
the terms and conditions of his or her rehabilitation plan or if the student continues to pose a 
danger to other district pupils, as determined by the governing board, the district may refer the 
expelled pupil to the Los Angeles County Office of Education for possible placement in a 
program operated by the Division of Student Programs (DSP). 
 

County Operated Programs 
 
The Los Angeles County Office of Education currently provides a variety of alternative 
education programs that are designed to help pupils: 

• take a renewed interest in school and learning; 
• recover credits and get back on track for graduation, attend school consistently; and, 
• set and attain academic and career goals. 

 
Specifically, these programs are designed to serve: 

• Students who are having trouble at home or school; 
• Homeless and Foster Children and Youth; 
• Students who are on probation or students who need to work full-time to support 

themselves and/or their families; and, 
• Students who have been expelled and for whom a district operated education program is 

not available. 
 

Programs designed to serve the above identified pupil populations include those operated by the 
LACOE Division of Student Programs (DSP) include: 

• County Community Schools; 
• Independent Study (operated in conjunction with a classroom option); 
• Partnership Programs 
 

As previously stated, at the time an expulsion of a pupil is ordered, the governing board of the 
school district shall ensure that an educational program is provided for the pupil subject to the 
expulsion order. For districts that may be unable to provide pupils who commit serious behavior 
violations with an alternative program that meets the restrictive requirements of California 
Education Code Section 48915 (d) (see appendix), selected county programs may provide viable 
options. 
 
It is anticipated that the majority of expelled pupils who are referred to the county office for 
placement in an alternative program will be assigned to a County Community School program. 
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County Community Schools operated by the county are designed to provide interventions for 
middle school students in grade 8, and high school students, grades 9 to 12. 
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Educational Service Gaps and Strategies to Address Service Gaps 
 
Section 48926 of the California Education Code provides that each county superintendent of 
schools in counties that operate community schools pursuant to Section 1980: … shall develop a 
plan for providing education services to all expelled pupils in that county. One of the required 
elements of the plan is to identify gaps in educational services to expelled pupils, and strategies 
for filling those service gaps. 
 
To address this element and identify additional service needs to expelled pupils, a survey of all 
school districts in Los Angeles County was conducted (see appendix: AB 922 District 
Questionnaire). 
 
As a result of that survey, the following service gaps were identified, including a discussion of 
each issue along with a proposed strategy: 
 
Service Gap 1 – Lack of Behavior Interventions for Expelled Students 
Discussion:  Three school districts expressed a need for more behavior interventions such as 
counseling or mental health services. 
 
Proposed Strategy:  The Division of Student Support Services conducts formal training for 
school districts and LACOE schools in Positive Behavior Interventions & Support (PBIS), a 
school-wide discipline framework that helps to reduce suspensions and expulsions. The 
framework assists school districts in identifying strategies to reduce the number of discipline 
issues, but also promotes a positive school climate. Included in the framework are Restorative 
Practices, a strategy that creates opportunities for victims, offenders and others to discuss the 
offense and develop resolutions. Counseling programs that included therapeutic counseling, 
attendance interventions, drug education, mental health interventions, behavior interventions that 
include parent education for ADD/ADHD, bipolar syndrome, and the use of medications, group 
counseling strategies, and the utilization of social work interns have proven helpful to school 
districts. 
 
Seven school districts operate Alternative Education centers that include counseling, credit 
recovery, mentoring, job training, Career Technical Education courses such as fashion design 
and auto mechanics, foreign language courses, and community college courses. 
 
The Los Angeles Unified School District employs AB 922 Counselors who ensure the 
appropriate educational placement of expelled students, provide case management, monitor 
social behavior and academic progress, and consult and collaborate with school staff and 
community agencies. 
 
Service Gap 2 – Transportation to Alternative Placement Settings for Expelled Students 
Discussion:   Ten school districts felt that transportation to alternative programs was an obstacle 
for students that have been expelled. One school district, located in a rural area, did not have any 
alternative education placements in the immediate area. 
 
Proposed Strategy:  If a LACOE school is not available in the immediate area, it is 
recommended that local school districts enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
with neighboring school districts.  Another strategy mentioned by districts was to offer online, 
blended courses (a combination of online and traditional instruction) as an alternative placement 
for expelled students. 
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Service Gap 3: The Need for Additional Community Day School (CDS) Programs in 
Grades K-12 
Discussion:  The elementary school districts in the Antelope Valley requested a LACOE County 
Community School for students in need of alternative placements. The West Side of Los Angeles 
is in need of a County Community School to replace the Santa Monica CDS. A request was 
made to reopen the LACOE Hollywood CCS. 
 
Proposed Strategy:  Education Code 48915 (a)(1) Circumstances for recommending and 
ordering expulsion, states that the principal or superintendent of schools shall recommend 
expulsion for serious infractions unless it is determined that expulsion should not be 
recommended under the circumstances or that an alternative means of correction would address 
the conduct.  Education Code 48900.5, Limitations on imposing suspension, states that 
Suspension, shall be imposed only when other means of correction fail to bring about proper 
conduct.  Education Code 48917, Suspending enforcement of expulsion order, provides that 
district governing boards may suspend the enforcement of an expulsion order for a period of not 
more than one calendar year, and assign a student to school, class or program that is deemed 
appropriate to the rehabilitation of the pupil. 
 
Other means of correction, and suspended enforcement of an expulsion order to allow students to 
remain in the school district in an alternative placement should first be considered, in particular 
for students in grades Kindergarten through five, rather than expulsion. 
 
Examples of alternative means of correction and rehabilitation include referrals to the school 
psychologist or counselor for case management and counseling, study teams to develop an 
individualized behavior plan, referral for a comprehensive psychosocial or psycho educational 
assessment, enrollment in an anger management program, participation in a restorative justice 
program, community service, or enrollment in after-school programs that expose students to 
positive activities and behaviors. 
 
It is recommended that local school districts implement programs such as Positive Behaviors 
Interventions and Support (PBIS), Restorative Practices, and others.  When implemented with 
fidelity, these proven programs can successfully address a variety of student behaviors and 
needs. When other means of correction and alternative placements within the school district have 
been exhausted, local school districts could then enter into a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with neighboring school districts. LACOE’s Division of Student Programs could support 
districts by providing its expertise in the establishment of such consortiums between school 
districts. 
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Alternative Placements for Pupils who Fail to Meet the Terms and 
Conditions of their Rehabilitation Plan or who Pose a Danger to 

Others 
 
California Education Code, Section 48926 requires the county-wide plan to further identify 
alternative placements for pupils who are expelled and placed in district community day school 
programs, but who fail to meet the terms and conditions of their rehabilitation plan or who pose 
a danger to other district pupils, as determined by the governing board. 
 
In Los Angeles County, expelled pupils who are unsuccessful in a district operated community 
day school and/or who fail to meet the terms and conditions of their rehabilitation plan or who 
pose a danger to other district pupils may be referred to a County Community School or other 
appropriate alternative program operated by the county office of education. 
 
 
Options for students who fail to meet the terms and conditions of their rehabilitation plan may, in 
select cases, include referral and placement in a juvenile hall setting or juvenile camp or in select 
cases, a transfer to a program operated by an adjacent county office of education. 
 
Currently, the Los Angeles County Office of Education does not have any formal agreements 
with adjacent county offices of education. 
 
 

Contract for Alternative Services 
 
To further address the requirements of Section 48926 of the California Education Code, and to 
ensure that an educational program is provided for all expelled pupils, referred to and accepted 
by the County, the Division of Student Programs (DSP) will enter into a contract with each 
participating school district to identify agreed-to responsibilities for serving expelled pupils, 
including those served in both regular and special education programs. A plan to address any 
identified service gaps will be included in the contract. 
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California Education Code 
Section 48915 (d) 

 
 (d) The governing board shall order a pupil expelled upon finding that the pupil committed 
an act listed in subdivision (c), and shall refer that pupil to a program of study that meets all of 
the following conditions: 

(1) Is appropriately prepared to accommodate pupils who exhibit discipline problems. 
(2) Is not provided at a comprehensive middle, junior, or senior high school, or at any 

elementary school. 
(3) Is not housed at the school site attended by the pupil at the time of suspension. 

 
 

California Education Code 
Section 48915 (f) 

 
 (f) The governing board shall refer a pupil who has been expelled pursuant to subdivision 
(b) or (e) to a program of study which meets all of the conditions specified in subdivision (d). 
 
 Notwithstanding this subdivision, with respect to a pupil expelled pursuant to subdivision 
(e), if the county superintendent of schools certifies that an alternative program of study is not 
available at a site away from a comprehensive middle, junior, or senior high school, or an 
elementary school, and that the only option for placement is at another comprehensive middle, 
junior, or senior high school, or another elementary school, the pupil may be referred to a 
program of study that is provided at a comprehensive middle, junior, or senior high school, or at 
an elementary school. 
 
 

California Education Code 
Section 48915.01 

 
 If the governing board of a school district has established a community day school pursuant 
to Section 48661 on the same site as a comprehensive middle, junior, or senior high school, or at 
any elementary school, the governing board does not have to meet the condition in paragraph (2) 
of subdivision (d) of Section 48915 when the board, pursuant to subdivision (f) of Section 
48915, refers a pupil to a program of study and that program of study is at the community day 
school. All the other conditions of subdivision (d) of Section 48915 are applicable to the referral 
as required by subdivision (f) of Section 48915. 
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California Education Code 
Section 48916.1 

 
 (a) At the time an expulsion of a pupil is ordered, the governing board of the school district 
shall ensure that an educational program is provided to the pupil who is subject to the expulsion 
order for the period of the expulsion. Except for pupils expelled pursuant to subdivision (d) of 
Section 48915, the governing board of a school district is required to implement the provisions 
of this section only to the extent funds are appropriated for this purpose in the annual Budget Act 
or other legislation, or both. 
 (b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any educational program provided pursuant 
to subdivision (a) may be operated by the school district, the county superintendent of schools, 
or a consortium of districts or in joint agreement with the county superintendent of schools. 
 (c) Any educational program provided pursuant to subdivision (b) shall not be situated 
within or on the grounds of the school from which the pupil was expelled. 
 (d) If the pupil who is subject to the expulsion order was expelled from any of kindergarten 
or grades 1 to 6, inclusive, the educational program provided pursuant to subdivision (b) shall 
not be combined or merged with educational programs offered to pupils in any of grades 7 to 12, 
inclusive. The district or county program is the only program required to be provided to expelled 
pupils as determined by the governing board of the school district. The subdivision, as it relates 
to the separation of pupils by grade levels does not apply to community day schools offering 
instruction in any of the kindergarten and grades 1 to 8 inclusive, and established in accordance 
with Section 48660. 
 (e) (1) Each school district shall maintain the following data: 
   (A) The number of pupils recommended for expulsion. 
   (B) The grounds for each recommended expulsion. 
   (C) Whether the pupil was subsequently expelled. 
   (D) Whether the expulsion order was suspended. 
   (E) The type of referral made after the expulsion. 
   (F) The disposition of the pupil after the end of the period of expulsion. 
  (2) The Superintendent may require a school district to report this data as part of the 
coordinated compliance review. If a school district does not report outcome data as required by 
this subdivision, the Superintendent may not apportion any further money to the school district 
pursuant to Section 48664 until the school district is in compliance with this subdivision. Before 
withholding the apportionment of funds to a school district pursuant to this subdivision, the 
Superintendent shall give written notice to the governing board of the school district that the 
school district has failed to report the data required by paragraph (1) and that the school district 
has 30 calendar days from the date of the written notice of noncompliance to report the requested 
data and thereby avoid the withholding of the apportionment of funds. 

(f) If the county superintendent of schools is unable for any reason to serve the expelled 
pupils of a school district within the county, the governing board of that school district may enter 
into an agreement with a county superintendent of schools in another county to provide 
education services for the district's expelled pupils. 
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California Education Code 
Section 48926 

 
Each county superintendent of schools in counties that operate community schools pursuant to 
Section 1980, in conjunction with superintendents of the school districts within the county, shall 
develop a plan for providing education services to all expelled pupils in that county. The plan 
shall be adopted by the governing board of each school district within the county and by the 
county board of education. 
 The plan shall enumerate existing educational alternatives for expelled pupils, identify gaps 
in educational services to expelled pupils, and strategies for filling those service gaps. The plan 
shall also identify alternative placements for pupils who are expelled and placed in district 
community day school programs, but who fail to meet the terms and conditions of their 
rehabilitation plan or who pose a danger to other district pupils, as determined by the governing 
board. 
 Each county superintendent of schools, in conjunction with the superintendents of the school 
districts, shall submit to the Superintendent of Public Instruction the county plan for providing 
educational services to all expelled pupils in the county no later than June 30, 1997, and shall 
submit a triennial update to the plan to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, including the 
outcome data pursuant to Section 48916.1, on June 30th thereafter. 
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District Operated Community Day School Programs 
 

District School Grades Served 
Antelope Valley Union High Phoenix High Community Day 9-12 
Bellflower Unified Bellflower Alternative Education Center 7-12 
Burbank Unified Burbank USD Community Day 7-12 
Centinela Valley Union High South Bay Academy Community Day 9-12 
Charter Oak Unified Bridges Community Day K-12 
Claremont Unified Claremont Community Day 7-12 
Compton Unified Compton Community Day High 9-12 
Compton Unified Compton Community Day Middle 6-8 
Eastside Union Elementary Eastside Academy/Transitional Learning Center K-8 
El Monte Union High El Monte Union High School Community Day 9-12 
Glendale Unified Jewel City Community Day 7-10 
Hacienda la Puente Unified Valley Community Day 7-12 
Keppel Union Elementary Desert View Community Day K-8 
Lancaster Elementary Crossroads Community Day 7-12 
Long Beach Unified Select Community Day (Secondary) 7-12 
Los Angeles Unified Aggeler Community Day 7-12 
Los Angeles Unified CDS Elementary K-6 
Los Angeles Unified CDS Secondary 7-9 
Los Angeles Unified Dorothy V. Johnson Community Day 7-12 
Los Angeles Unified Jack London Community Day 9-12 
Los Angeles Unified Richard A. Alonzo Community Day 7-12 
Los Angeles Unified Tri-C Community Day 7-12 
Los Angeles Unified William J. Johnston Community Day 7-12 
Lynwood Unified Lynwood Community Day 7-12 
Monrovia Unified Quest Academy Community Day 7-12 
Montebello Unified Montebello Community Day 7-12 
Palmdale Elementary Oak Tree Community Day K-8 
Paramount Unified Paramount Unified Community Day 7-12 
Pomona Unified Pomona Community Day 7-12 
Redondo Beach Unified Redondo Beach Learning Academy 9-12 
Rowland Unified Rowland Unified Community Day 7-12 
Torrance Unified Gene Drevno Community Day 7-12 
Westside Union Elementary Westside Academy K-8 
Whittier City Elementary Whittier Area Community Day 6-8 
Wilsona Elementary Wilsona Achievement Academy 1-8 
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COUNTYWIDE PLAN FOR PROVISION OF EDUCATIONAL SERVICES TO 
EXPELLED STUDENTS  

QUESTIONNAIRE – SUMMARY OF DATA 
January 31, 2018 

 
Introduction 
The survey was provided to all school district superintendents, many of whom delegated 
completion of the survey to the director of student support services, supervisor of child welfare 
and attendance, or director of alternative education of each of the districts. Of the 80 districts 
receiving the survey, 78 completed the survey. 
 
Suspended enforcement of the expulsion It should be noted that in order to facilitate the 
participation of an expelled student in programs located within the school district, school 
districts are required to suspend the enforcement of the expulsion order.  However, the student is 
expected to comply with all stipulations of the expulsion order related to behavior, attendance, 
and participation in rehabilitation programs such as counseling.  Failure to comply with the 
expulsion order stipulations could trigger a full expulsion and removal from the district’s 
program.  A referral to a LACOE County Community School would be an alternative placement 
for such students. 
 
Current Educational Alternatives Available 
Community Day Schools  
Districts use both their own community day schools (CDS) and LACOE County Community 
School (CCS) programs as placements for expelled students. District CDS programs cannot be 
located on or adjacent to a district K-12 educational program. 
• Twenty seven  out of eighty districts reported that they operate a district CDS, an increase of 

three from 2015: three schools  for grades K-8,  two schools for grades 6-8, five schools for 
grades 9-12, sixteen schools for grades 7-12 and one school for grades 7-10. 

• The following LACOE CCS programs are used by districts, with the number of districts 
reporting that they refer students to the program in parentheses: Bermudez (1 district), Jonas 
Salk (7 districts), Mujeres y Hombres Nobles (3 districts), Boys Republic (1 district). 

• Other Programs used by districts: East San Gabriel Valley ROP (2 districts). 
 
Opportunity Programs 
Some districts operate opportunity programs, minimum day programs housed on K-12 sites, as 
an alternative for expelled students. 
• District Opportunity Programs: Grades K-5 (1 district), 6-8 (9 districts), or 9-12 (4 districts). 
 
Continuation High Schools 
Continuation high schools were used by seven districts for expelled students. 
 
Charter Schools 
Seven districts use the Opportunities for Learning Charter School while one uses the Options for 
Youth Charter School. 
 
Independent Study Programs 
Districts that did not have any other alternative programs referred students to their own 
independent study program.  LACOE independent study programs are also available. 
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• District Independent Study (IS): Grades K-5 (10 districts), 6-8 (18 districts), 9-12 (18 
districts).  Although these programs are available as an alternative, districts noted that they 
rarely use IS as an alternative for suspension or expulsion. 
 

Other Alternative Programs 
Districts also included the following as alternatives for expelled students: 

• Inter district transfer to a neighboring school district 
• Intra district transfer to another school within the same school district 
• Districts Home and Hospital Instruction 
• Adult School 
• Special Education programs for students served by an IEP 
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Have these strategies/services been successful? If not, what were the obstacles or gaps? 
Forty one of the districts surveyed felt that the available alternative programs were successful  
• Four school districts did not have any expulsions during the past school, while four other 

districts said they rarely expel.   
• Lack of behavior interventions (3 responses) such as counseling and mental health services, 

distance from the community and lack of transportation (4 responses), and limited local 
options (6 responses) were the service gaps most frequently mentioned by the school districts 
that completed the survey.   

 
Comments on Service Gap 1:  Lack of Behavior Interventions for Expelled Students 
Three districts expressed a need for more behavior interventions such as counseling or mental 
health services.   
 
Comments on Service Gap 2:  Transportation to Alternative Placement Programs for 
Expelled Students 
Ten school districts felt that transportation to alternative programs was an obstacle for students 
that have been expelled.  One school district, located in a rural area, did not have any alternative 
education placements in the immediate area and lacked local options 
 
Service Gap 3: The Need for Additional Community Day School (CDS) Programs in 
Grades K-12 
Discussion:  The elementary school districts in the Antelope Valley requested a LACOE 
community day school for students in need of alternative placements.  The West Side of Los 
Angeles is in need of a County Community School to replace the Santa Monica CDS.  A request 
was made to reopen the LACOE Hollywood CCS.  Perhaps a charter school could be established 
to meet these needs. 
 
Suggestions or strategies for filling any service gaps which limit the ability to ensure the 
availability of educational services for expelled students 
The following are suggestions that were shared by school district personnel: 

• There is a need to articulate a clear process including criteria for referring students, as 
well as entry and exit criteria and the development of academic and behavioral standards.   

• As a rural district, it is sometimes difficult to place high school students in the various 
charters if parents do not like the independent study options. 

• We do not have sufficient alternatives for students with special needs and K-6 students.   
• Options are limited for students with IEPs, particularly SDC.  In some instances NPS 

(non public school) is the only option. 
• Transition strategies need to be available.  Before students can return to the mainstream, 

strategies and supports need to be in place. 
• We are limited in our service dependent on the credentialing of the CDS site teachers. 
• It would benefit the elementary districts in the Antelope Valley to have a LACOE 

Community School available for those students who need alternative placements. 
• Have a database or list of schools we can access at all grade levels and a contact person at 

LACOE for placement option support.  Resource guide for parents to connect to virtual 
or online schools. 

• Use of online programs to support the social emotional needs of students. 
• Multiple opportunities should be provided such as blended instruction to widen the 

opportunities for success. 
• Community partnerships.  Expand Career Technical Education (CTE) options. 
• There is a real gap between the student’s home and the educational system. 
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• LAUSD and LACOE should increase alternative school availability in identified areas. 
• The West Side of Los Angeles Really needs a LACOE Community Day School, due to 

the closure of the Santa Monica CDS. 
• We do not have options for younger students who engage in 48900 (a-e) violations for 

whom Others Means of Correction have not been successful. 
• Students need a dedicated counselor or mental health professional on site.  Districts need 

to commit to funding to the CDS class. 
• Students enrolled in independent study for behavior reasons need access to behavior 

teaching curriculum. 
• Need research-based alternative education programs beyond the traditional offerings. 
• LACOE needs to minimally reopen its Hollywood campus. 
• Professional Development during and after school hours. 
• We have collaborated with other districts in the past to accept an expelled students at a 

CDS since there are few options available in our district. 
• The funding formula to operate the county schools needs to be reviewed. 

 
Alternative placements for students who fail to meet the terms and conditions of the 
expulsion rehabilitation plan or pose a danger to other district students as determined by 
the governing board 
The following responses indicate what referral strategies districts use when a student has failed 
to meet the conditions of their expulsion order or pose a danger to other district students that 
would necessitate a transfer to another program: 
• Thirteen districts refer students to LACOE programs.  LACOE’s Jonas Salk CCS was 

mentioned twice as a placement, due to an outstanding partnership with the school districts.   
• Three districts refer students to alternative schools outside of the district 
• districts refer students to other community day schools in adjacent school districts 
• Two districts continue to enforce the expulsion order until the student meets all terms and 

conditions 
• Seven districts enroll students in independent study 
• One district uses a Virtual online program. 
• Three districts refer students to non-public schools. 
• Two districts utilize their Continuation High School as an alternative.   
• Six districts refer students to charter school programs: one to SEA  and three to 

Opportunities for Learning 
• Four districts transfer the student to another school within their school district, or to a 

neighboring school district 
 
Other comments: 

• The adults in the school need to be ready to support students and change the conditions 
that existed when the violation took place. 

• When appropriate, one district works with the parent to create a home education option.   
• One district has a Memorandum of Understanding with a charter school in Pasadena 

serving grades 6 to 12. 
• Alternative education Options:  Renaissance Learning Center (Visions), Mirus, Gene 

Drevno CDS. 
• Consult with Tier 3 support expert: school psychologist, therapist, crisis counselor. 
• Develop a rehabilitation plan that will tailor the appropriate student services.  Students 

remain until they complete the rehabilitation plan. 
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What are your best practices, at the site and district levels, of behavioral intervention 
approaches and options used to minimize the number of suspensions leading to expulsions, 
of expulsions being ordered, and to support students returning from expulsions? 
The following are best practices that were shared by the school districts that have minimized the 
number of suspensions and expulsions, in keeping with EC 48900.5, Other Means of Correction, 
which encourages alternatives to suspension and expulsion: 

• Seven districts use a Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS), including Student Study 
Teams (SSTs), Grade Level Intervention Teams, Behavior Support Plans, Behavior 
Contracts  

• Fourteen districts mentioned Counseling: full-time counselors to assist with behavior and 
social skills, social emotional counseling by counselors and social workers, guidance and 
student services provided, group counseling and check-in 

• Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) is a strategy used by twenty nine 
school districts 

• Four districts employ Behavior Support Specialists or At-Risk Counselors 
• Two districts use the Leader in Me Program 
• Lesson One 
• Second Step curriculum 
• 504 Teams are used by two districts  
• Two districts participate in the Capturing Kid’s Hearts Program 
• Trauma Informed Practices 
• Restorative Practices is used by 19 school districts 
• CHAMPS Classroom Management Strategies with the Safe and Civil Schools Program is 

a program used by three districts 
• Alternatives to Suspensions strategies are a part of three school districts 
• There are two district Wellness Centers, staffed with behaviorists 
• Five districts have MOUs, for Therapy, Mental Health resources and Drug Abuse 

Counseling with agencies such as DeVeal Family Counseling, Didi Hirsch, Juntos, 
Masada Homes, Starview, Pacific Asian Counseling, Pacific Clincs, NCADD 

• Saturday School is used by two districts  
• Community Service 
• Interventions by our School Resource Officer (SRO) 
• Peer Mediation is used by four districts 
• Conflict Resolution 
• Parent Engagement & Support programs are a part of two school districts 
• Response to Intervention (RTI) is a multi-tiered early intervention and identification 

system used by five school districts  
• Eleven District-wide SEL (Social and Emotional Learning) 
• Positive Behavior Support Service using Classified Staff 
• Hacienda La Puente Other Means of Correction Progressive Discipline Support Plan 
• Boys Town family engagement strategies 
• Six districts encourage partnerships with families, conferences, interventions, SSTs, and 

good communication 
• Student 360 effort focusing on six key dispositions, restorative practices, professional 

development 
• Teen Court 
• School Attendance Review Team (SART) 
• School Attendance Review Board (SARB) 
• Disciplinary Hearings are used by two districts 
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• In-House Suspension is used in four districts as an alternative to suspension 
• Communicate that we have very few expulsions 
• Character Education 
• Progressive discipline practices Education Code48900.5 are emphasized in two districts 
• Summer Bridges and First Day programs for Ninth Graders 
• GLAD: Guidance and Learning About Drugs 
• Transfer to alternative settings 
• Culturally responsive teaching and learning 
• Mentoring 
• Discipline Matrix, Clear and Consistent Expectations 
• AB 1729 Training on Other Means of Correction and what is or is not a suspendable or 

expellable offense 
• Take an educational approach to all discipline 
• Intervention Teams 

 
In particular, how do these best practices relate to any disproportionate representation of 
student subgroups in such interventions? 
Fourteen districts believe they do not have a disproportionate representation in the number of 
students being suspended or expelled among their subgroups.   Four districts were unaware of 
the data, and five districts plan to begin to analyze the data this year.   

• Positive Behavior Interventions & Support (PBIS) was mentioned districts as a practice 
that teaches appropriate behavior and instills high expectations in all students and staff. 

• The California School Dashboard will assist districts in identifying sub groups in need of 
support and assistance. 
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