
March 26, 2024

TO: Superintendents
Directors of Student Support Services
Supervisors of Child Welfare and Attendance
Directors of Alternative Education
Los Angeles County School Districts

FROM: Debra Duardo, M.S.W., Ed.D.
Superintendent

SUBJECT: AB922 - Los Angeles County Plan for Expelled Students - Board Approval

Further assistance is requested in meeting the mandates of Education Code (EC) Section 48926, which 
requires school districts and county offices of education to develop a countywide plan for providing 
education services to all expelled students in the county. The updated plan, last published in 2021, was 
adopted by the Los Angeles County Board of Education at its March 20, 2024, regular meeting and reflects 
responses to the February 9, 2024, survey that was provided to districts countywide.

The plan also provides a basic overview of how the mandates of EC § 48926 have been addressed in Los 
Angeles County and includes suggestions to better meet districts’ needs.

Enclosed is a copy of the Los Angeles County Plan for Expelled Pupils. We ask that you present this 
document to your local governing Board by Friday, May 24, 2024, for adoption as a basic plan to address 
the needs of all expelled pupils in Los Angeles County as required by EC § 48926.

Following Board adoption, please send the enclosed verification along with a copy of your local Board 
agenda item and minutes reflecting Board adoption to meet the verification requirement. Please email these 
items to Lyn deNeef at deNeef_Lyn@lacoe.edu no later than Friday, May 24, 2024. If you have any 
questions regarding this matter, please contact Dr. Smith’s office at (562) 922-6233.
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Note: Education Code § 48926 does not require a report in conjunction with adoption but is 
recommended as a means of providing information for the local governing board.

Board Meeting _________________   (Date)

Item VI. Reports/Study Topics

District Plan for Expelled Students/Adoption of the Los Angeles County Plan for Expelled 
Pupils

In considering the adoption of the Los Angeles County Plan for Expelled Students, the 
Divisions of Student Support Services and Alternative Education will present a report on 
existing programs and services found within the district.

District Vision Statement regarding Serving At-Risk Students

Description of the Division of Alternative Education

Description of the Division of Student Support Services/Child Welfare and Attendance

Description of Other Means of Correction/Alternatives to Suspension and Expulsion 
services and programs

Data: Suspension and Expulsion

District Educational Alternatives
 District-operated programs
 Charter School alternatives
 LACOE alternative programs
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Board Meeting _________________   (Date)

Item VIII. Recommendations

Adoption of the Los Angeles County Plan for Expelled Pupils.

The Superintendent recommends that the Board adopt the Los Angeles County Plan for 
Expelled Pupils (triennial update).

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  Section 48926 of the California Education Code (EC) 
requires the County Superintendent of Schools, in conjunction with superintendents of the 
school districts within the County, to develop a plan for providing services to expelled 
pupils. The county-wide plan shall:

 Enumerate existing educational alternatives
 Identify gaps in educational services
 Identify plans for filling those service gaps and
 Identify alternative placements for pupils who are expelled and placed in district 

community day school programs, but who fail to meet the terms and conditions of their 
required rehabilitation plan or who pose a danger to other district pupils, as determined 
by the governing board.

EC § 48926 also requires local governing boards to adopt the basic plan to address the 
needs of all expelled students in Los Angeles County.

POLICY/ISSUE: Education Code § 48926

FISCAL IMPACT: None

Superintendent and Staff Recommend: Adopt the Los Angeles County Plan for Expelled 
Students.
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY PLAN FOR EXPELLED STUDENTS

LOCAL GOVERNING BOARD VERIFICATION CHECKLIST

Date: ____________ School District: _____________________________________________

Board Meeting Date: ____________ Superintendent: ____________________________________

Attached are the following items:

_____ Board Agenda Item

_____ Copy of Board meeting minutes 

Please return via email, no later than Friday, May 24, 2024, to:
Lyn deNeef
deNeef_Lyn@lacoe.edu

If you should have any questions, please contact Dr. Sonya Smith’s office at (562) 922-6233 or 
Smith_Sonya@lacoe.edu.
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A description of educational services under 
California Education Code § 48926
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Los Angeles County Plan for Expelled Pupils 
(Education Code § 48926) 

 
 

Introduction 
 
The Los Angeles County Superintendent of Schools, in collaboration with the Superintendents of 
the school districts within the county, have developed the county-wide plan for providing 
educational services to expelled pupils within the county pursuant to California Education Code 
§ 48926. In addressing the needs of all expelled pupils, the countywide plan shall: 
 

• enumerate existing educational alternatives for expelled pupils; 
• identify gaps in educational services to expelled pupils; 
• identify strategies for filling those gaps in services; and 
• identify alternative placements for pupils who are expelled and placed in district 

community day school programs but who fail to meet the terms and conditions of their 
required rehabilitation plan or who pose a danger to other district pupils, as determined by 
the governing board. 

 
Education Code § 48916.1 provides that, at the time an expulsion of a pupil is ordered, the 
governing board shall ensure that an education program is provided to the pupil who is subject to 
the expulsion order for the period of the expulsion. Any educational program provided pursuant to 
this section may be operated by the school district, the county superintendent of schools, a 
consortium of districts or in joint agreement with the county superintendent of schools. 
 
To address the needs of expelled pupils, a number of alternative education programs have been 
developed by local school districts and the Los Angeles County Office of Education to provide 
continuing educational opportunities. 
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Profile 
 
The Los Angeles County Office of Education (LACOE) is the nation’s largest regional education 
agency. Los Angeles County has approximately 10 million residents, including about 1.3 million 
students in 80 school districts. Our largest district, Los Angeles Unified School District, has an 
enrollment of 384,822 students, while our smallest, Gorman School District, has 83 students. Our 
countywide service area encompasses 88 cities and 4,084 square miles. 
 
LACOE is a premier provider of integrated educational programs and services from birth to 
adulthood in a richly diverse and multicultural global environment. 
 
LACOE uses a variety of service delivery systems to eliminate educational barriers associated with 
poverty and racial divisiveness in education, enabling students to exceed state and national 
standards. These services include universal, quality, early childhood education, effective data 
driven programs for all students, and state of the art technical assistance. 
  
LACOE organizes its infrastructure to provide leadership in creating unique, nationally recognized 
models in education, including models for innovative staff development and training. LACOE 
earns the public's confidence by: Making the school the hub of the community, making the most 
efficient use of financial resources, bridging the "digital divide" in technology access and content, 
and developing collaborative partnerships for students, parents, and community. LACOE 
embraces a culture of diversity that promotes an inclusive, prosperous learning and workplace 
environment. 
 

Division of Student Programs 
The Division of Student Programs (DSP) serves approximately 3,000 students throughout Los 
Angeles County. DSP provides educational services in a variety of settings, including one juvenile 
hall school, two secured youth treatment facilities, four camp schools, three County Community 
Schools, three independent study programs, and two specialized high schools. All school sites are 
WASC accredited and offer Common Core curriculum and a variety of supplemental services 
intended to address the learning needs of individual students. Additionally, school staff work 
closely with the Probation Department and the Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health 
to provide comprehensive educational services for all students. The mission of the DSP is to ensure 
student success by providing quality academic programs supported by an organizational culture 
that is focused on data and Professional Learning Communities. DSP is a placement option for 
expelled students who are referred to LACOE. 
 

Division of Pupil Services  
The Division of Pupil Services (DPS) supports the Principal Administrative Units (PAUs) in the 
implementation of programs and initiatives to facilitate the academic, emotional, mental, social, 
and physical health of all students. This support is provided through professional development and 
the collaborative efforts of staff members in the Camps Assessment Unit, Compliance Support 
Services, Health Services, Neglected/Delinquent and Homeless Youth Services, as well as 
Counseling, Nursing and Aftercare Services. The mission of the DPS is to meet the academic, 
social, emotional, and physical needs of the students in LACOE’s Educational Programs. 
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Division of Student Support Services  
The Division of Student Support Services (SSS) serves school districts, charter schools and 
LACOE programs by providing training and technical assistance in the areas of student enrollment 
and records; compulsory attendance and truancy reduction; custody of minors; support for students 
experiencing homelessness and youth in foster care; safe school planning; threat assessment, 
emergency response and crisis intervention; physical and behavioral health services; alcohol, 
tobacco and other drug prevention and intervention; Expanded Learning; Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports and student discipline. SSS is responsible for hearing expulsion appeals 
on behalf of the county Board of Education and for providing support to students, parents, and 
school districts throughout the expulsion appeal process. 
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Educational Alternatives for Expelled Pupils 
  
School districts located within Los Angeles County provide a number of options for expelled 
pupils, depending on the specific violation of §§ 48900, 48900.2, 48900.3, 48900.4 and 48900.7 
of the California Education Code (EC). The alternative educational program to which an expelled 
pupil may be assigned is preceded by a decision of the local governing board, which may provide 
for one of the following expulsion orders, describing the student’s educational placement: 
 

1. Suspended enforcement of the expulsion order with placement on the same school campus 
[EC § 48917(a)]; 

 
2. Suspended enforcement of the expulsion order with placement on a different school 

campus within the district or an alternative district program, such as opportunity program, 
Independent Study or continuation high school [EC § 48917(a)]; 

 
3. Expulsion with a referral to a District Community Day School program, if available [EC 

§ 48660]; or, 
 

4. Expulsion with a referral to a County Community Day School or other appropriate program 
operated by the Los Angeles County Office of Education [EC § 1981(c)]. 

 
A pupil who is expelled for an act listed in subdivision (c) of EC § 48915 (mandatory expulsion 
recommendation) shall be assigned to a program of study that meets all of the following conditions: 
 

(1) Is appropriately prepared to accommodate pupils who exhibit discipline concerns. 
 

(2) Is not provided at a comprehensive middle, junior, or senior high school, or at any 
elementary school. 

 
(3) Is not housed at the school site attended by the pupil at the time of suspension. 

 
At the time an expulsion of a student is ordered, the governing board of the school district shall 
ensure that an educational program is provided to the student who is subject to the expulsion order 
for the period of the expulsion. Any educational program provided may be operated by the school 
district, the county superintendent of schools, a consortium of districts or in joint agreement with 
the county superintendent of schools.  
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District Operated Programs 
 
The range of alternative educational programs currently offered by school districts throughout Los 
Angeles County includes the following options: 
 

• Community Day Schools; 
• Independent Study/Virtual Academy; 
• Opportunity Class/School; 
• Continuation High School; 
• Charter School; and 
• Home Study. 

 
If a school district is unable to provide a suitable program, or if the expelled student fails to meet 
the terms and conditions of their rehabilitation plan or continues to pose a danger to other district 
students, as determined by the governing board, the district may refer the expelled student to the 
Los Angeles County Office of Education for possible placement in a program operated by the 
Division of Student Programs (DSP). 
 

County Operated Programs 
 
The Los Angeles County Office of Education currently provides a variety of alternative 
educational programs that are designed to help students: 
 

• take a renewed interest in school and learning; 
• attend school consistently; 
• set and attain academic and career goals; and  
• recover credits and get back on track for graduation. 

 
Specifically, these programs are designed to serve: 
 

• Students experiencing difficulty at home or school; 
• Students experiencing homelessness and youth in foster care; 
• Students who are on probation or students who need to work full-time to support 

themselves and/or their families; and 
• Students who have been expelled for whom a district operated educational program is not 

available. 
 
Programs designed to serve the above identified pupil populations include those operated by the 
LACOE Division of Student Programs (DSP) include: 
 

• County Community Schools; 
• Independent Study (operated in conjunction with a classroom option) 

 
As previously stated, at the time an expulsion of a student is ordered, the governing board of the 
school district shall ensure that an educational program is provided for the student subject to the 
expulsion order. For districts that may be unable to provide students who commit serious behavior 
violations with an alternative program that meets the restrictive requirements of California 
Education Code § 48915(d) (see Appendix), selected county programs may provide viable options. 
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It is anticipated that the majority of expelled students who are referred to the county office for 
placement in an alternative program will be assigned to a County Community School program. 
Community Schools operated by the county are designed to provide interventions for middle 
school students in grade 8 and high school students in grades 9 to 12.  
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Educational Service Gaps and Strategies to Address Service Gaps 
 
Section 48926 of the California Education Code provides that each county superintendent of 
schools in counties that operate community schools pursuant to Section 1980 “shall develop a plan 
for providing education services to all expelled pupils in that county.” One of the required elements 
of the plan is to identify gaps in educational services to expelled students and strategies for filling 
those service gaps. 
 
Service Gap 1 – Limited Local Alternative Placement Options and Transportation Services 
Largely, survey participants stated that educational alternative strategies and services implemented 
were relatively successful with expelled students. However, many districts reported that access to 
local, alternative placements impeded their ability to effectively and efficiently provide a suitable 
educational placement option. This was compounded by the closure of LACOE County 
Community Schools (CCS). Distance and lack of transportation to alternative sites were also cited 
as barriers to accessible and feasible educational placement options. 
 
Districts highlighted the critical need for alternative educational placements to meet the needs of 
identified student groups such as English Language Development students, students with 
disabilities and elementary school students. 
 
Proposed Strategy: The utilization of preventative measures, such as alternatives to suspension, 
Restorative Practices, and multi-tiered system of supports to teach behavioral expectations, when 
implemented with fidelity, can be effective strategies to promote pro-social behaviors among 
students. The implementation of a universal screening tool or data review process can identify 
specific students in need of targeted and relevant Tier II intervention. Leveraging district and 
school-site support services can intercept a student's progression through the tiers of support. 
Promotion of universal strategies would likely circumvent escalating student behavior and thus 
disciplinary action as a response. A strong prevention model at the K-5 level can be a determinant 
of positive student outcomes and can circumvent the progression of maladaptive behaviors; 
therefore, keeping early learners from being subject to punitive and exclusionary disciplinary 
action. 
 
As of July 1, 2024, SB 274 prohibits school districts and charter schools from suspending or 
expelling students in grades K-12 for willful defiance. It is highly encouraged that these local 
educational agencies (LEAs) ramp up timely in-school interventions or supports to address student 
behavior. Culturally responsive research-based programs, such as Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS), Socio-Emotional Learning (SEL) strategies and Restorative 
Practices, can be integrated into the school day and tailored to address students’ needs, according 
to their cognitive and developmental level. Additionally, these interventions support student 
engagement, contribute to conflict resolution skills, and promote a positive school climate. 
 
Unfortunately, there may be instances when a student’s behavior requires punitive consequences 
and removal from the instructional program. When a student violates certain sections of the 
Education Code, they may be subject to either a mandatory or discretionary recommendation for 
expulsion when other means of correction are not feasible or have repeatedly failed to bring about 
proper conduct, or the student poses a danger to themselves or others. Upon Board approval of an 
expulsion recommendation, the student is to be placed in an alternative educational placement for 
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the duration of the expulsion order with an accompanying Rehabilitation Plan for possible 
reinstatement. 
 
With the dwindling alternative educational placements, districts are encouraged to establish 
partnerships with neighboring districts or charter schools to secure placement options for students 
with an active expulsion order. A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) can be a mutual 
agreement, permitting LEAs to coordinate efforts to share the responsibility of providing 
alternative placements for expelled students. MOUs can expand placement options by facilitating 
the assignment to and enrollment of an expelled student in a neighboring LEA. Another option 
would be for the establishment or expansion of comprehensive virtual programs that provide 
instructional and support services to best meet the needs of the student and improve the likelihood 
that the conditions of the Rehabilitation Plan are satisfactorily met. It should be noted that an online 
program for expelled students should integrate regular check-ins to promote student engagement 
and to address any potential feelings of isolation or detachment. 
 
Regarding expelled students with disabilities, it would behoove districts that lack an appropriate 
alternative placement to collaborate with their Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) to 
determine placement options based on the offer of Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) 
per their Individualized Education Program (IEP). Transportation, as a related service, may be a 
related service agreed upon in the student's IEP. This conglomeration of neighboring districts, 
charters, and County Offices of Education can provide local control and accountability to provide 
all Special Education assurances guaranteed in federal law. 
 
Students from special populations under an expulsion order, such as students experiencing 
homelessness or in foster care, may be entitled to transportation to an alternative placement outside 
their district boundaries per federal and state law. Also, youth from such populations may access 
subsidized stop gap measures, such as Hop, Skip, Drive, to their assigned alternative placement. 
Districts can leverage their respective Homeless or Foster Liaisons to determine eligibility and 
coordinate transportation resources. 
 
LACOE’S Child Welfare and Attendance Unit is a resource that provides ongoing in-person and 
virtual training on other means of correction as well as consultation, technical assistance, and 
publications related to student discipline and other means of correction for LEAs to access. The 
monthly CWA Cafe and Regional Learning Network (RLN) Meetings are established community 
of practice meetings that provide legislative guidance, technical assistance, and opportunities for 
discussion and sharing of best practices related to complex cases pertaining to student disciplinary 
matters and prevention. 
 
Service Gap 2 – Lack of Mental Health Supports 
Survey respondents indicated concerns about students’ access to needed mental health support. 
Per self-report, students indicated that they are experiencing higher levels of anxiety and 
experiencing challenges with coping and regulation. Mental health and counseling are critical 
resources to help students stabilize in the school environment and address any behavioral concerns. 
 
Proposed Strategy: LACOE’s Division of Student Support Services offers myriad professional 
development and training opportunities to address students’ behavioral health needs. 
 
The School Counselor Academy offered by the Mental Health and Counseling Unit provides 
valuable training, such as Universal Screening for Social/Emotional and Behavioral Needs, to 
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support the identification of students in need of targeted intervention. Participants are provided 
with practical, tiered strategies to effectively respond to the mental health and counseling needs of 
students. Youth Mental Health First Aid is offered free of charge upon request and is designed to 
teach adults who regularly interact with adolescents how to assist them during mental health 
challenges or in times of crisis, using a five-step action plan. 
 
School-based interventions, coupled with referrals to community-based services, can strengthen 
positive outcomes for students. It is highly encouraged that LEAs utilize multi-disciplinary teams, 
such as Student Study Teams (SST), Coordination of Services Teams (COST), and IEP teams, as 
mechanisms to formulate individualized interventions for students as well as a process to monitor 
student progress and the effectiveness of interventions. 
 
EAs are encouraged to participate in the Community Schools Initiative to cultivate community 
resources to improve student wellbeing and outcomes. The California Department of Education 
launched the California Community Schools Partnership Program (CCSPP), which implements a 
shared decision-making model and creates community foundations that sustain mental and 
behavioral health for students and families. 
 
Service Gap 3 – Improved Transition Support to/from School of Residence to LACOE CCS 
Survey respondents expressed the need for information about and clarification on the referral 
process and student eligibility for admittance to LACOE CCS sites. Moreover, survey participants 
requested a streamlined referral process to CCS sites with improved coordination and 
communication between referring districts and LACOE. 
 
Proposed Strategy: LACOE currently operates three County Community School (CCS) sites that 
can enroll and support the educational and socio-emotional needs of expelled students. LACOE’s 
Division of Student Programs can host informational meetings related to the referral process to a 
LACOE CCS site or Independent Study program along with an overview of the accredited 
curriculum, supportive services offered to students and families and community partnerships for 
enrichment and employment opportunities. 
 
Informational meetings can address and limit inappropriate referrals to CCS sites as well as provide 
a platform for LEAs to connect with LACOE CCS staff and opportunities tobecome familiar with 
LACOE’s model of support for students and to ask questions. Connecting LEAs with LACOE 
staff can facilitate student enrollment and improve transitions for students by providing a “warm 
handoff” as students enter or exit the CCS program. 
 
Transition Counselors are critical to the support needed for students as they transition from a CCS 
program to school of residence or career/college related program.  Transition Counselors provide 
guidance to students during the transition and ensure appropriate follow-up by maintaining contact 
with youth for up to six months.  They work closely with student, family, and community partners 
to remove any barriers that might impede successful progress. 
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Alternative Placements for Pupils who Fail to Meet the Terms and 
Conditions of their Rehabilitation Plan or who Pose a Danger to 

Others 
 
California Education Code § 48926 requires the county-wide plan to further identify alternative 
placements for pupils who are expelled and placed in district community day school programs but 
who fail to meet the terms and conditions of their rehabilitation plan or who pose a danger to other 
district pupils, as determined by the governing board. 
 
In Los Angeles County, expelled pupils who are unsuccessful in a district operated community 
day school, who fail to meet the terms and conditions of their rehabilitation plan or who pose a 
danger to other district pupils may be referred to a County Community School or other appropriate 
alternative program operated by the county office of education. 
 
 
Options for students who fail to meet the terms and conditions of their rehabilitation plan may, in 
select cases, include referral and placement in a juvenile hall setting or juvenile camp or possibly 
a transfer to a program operated by an adjacent County Office of Education. 
 
Currently, the Los Angeles County Office of Education does not have any formal agreements with 
adjacent county offices of education. 
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COUNTYWIDE PLAN FOR PROVISION OF EDUCATIONAL SERVICES TO 

EXPELLED STUDENTS QUESTIONNAIRE – SUMMARY OF DATA 

February 2024 

 
Introduction 
This section includes an overview of the data generated by the AB 922 survey. The survey was provided via 
email to all school district superintendents, many of whom delegated completion of the survey to the Director 
of Student Support Services, Supervisor of Child Welfare and Attendance, or Director of Alternative 
Education. All Los Angeles County school districts completed the survey either via email or by phone. 
 
Suspended enforcement of the expulsion 
In order to facilitate the participation of an expelled student in programs located within the school district, 
districts are required to suspend enforcement of the expulsion order. The student must comply with all 
stipulations of the expulsion order related to behavior, attendance, and participation in rehabilitation programs, 
such as counseling. Non-compliance with the expulsion order stipulations could trigger a full expulsion and 
removal from the district’s program. A referral to a LACOE County Community School would be an 
alternative placement for such students. 
 
Current Educational 
Alternatives Available 

K-5 6-8 9-12 
 

Total Districts 
Offering Program 

Community Day Schools 3  16 16 17 

County Community School 
Referrals 

4 11 11 18 

Opportunity Programs 3 9 5 11 

Continuation High Schools 0 0 12 12 

Charter Schools 1 4 3 5 

Independent Study Programs 20 28 22 31 

Other Alternative Programs 3 4 2 4 
 
Have these strategies/services been successful? If not, what were the obstacles or gaps? 
Forty-nine districts surveyed felt that the available alternative programs were at least somewhat successful. 
Fourteen districts responded that this question was not applicable, or they had not expelled students or needed 
alternative programs. One responded that there are no local options for students who are expelled; two districts 
did not answer the question. Multiple reasons were provided for the success of alternative programs, including 
flexible learning environments along with small group and one-on-one instruction to facilitate credit recovery 
and to help students learn to manage behaviors that caused them to be expelled. Incorporation of restorative 
justice, social-emotional learning, counseling and mental health services and case management to create a 
supportive environment for students and families also resulted in positive outcomes. 
 
Obstacles or gaps identified for alternative programs include (# of responses): 

• Limited local and LACOE CDS options (22), especially for students in sixth grade and below (2), 
students with disabilities (6) and students acquiring English as a second language (1); 

• Referred students do not enroll (2) or do not attend regularly (3); 
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• Lack of transportation to LACOE CDS sites (10); 
• Inadequate academic progress (2); 
• Limited mental health services (4); 
• Unable to reach parents or garner parent involvement and support (3); 
• Insufficient return on investment for local CDS programs as it is expensive to staff a school for so few 

students (4); and 
• Inability to find teachers willing to serve at an alternative site (3).  

 
Identified obstacles or gaps specific to Independent Study included difficulty accessing online programs (1), 
minimal success with course completion (1), inconsistent check-ins with students (1) and isolation (1). 
 
Suggestions or strategies for filling any service gaps which limit the ability to ensure the availability of 
educational services for expelled students 
School district personnel shared the following suggestions and strategies (# of responses): 

• Increase placement options, especially within LACOE (14) and LAUSD (1) as well as for the 
elementary grades (5) and for students with disabilities (8) and who are acquiring English as a second 
language (1); 

• Create more opportunity programs that offer small class sizes (1) and Independent Study programs (2); 
• Establish partnerships with neighboring districts (4) and with charter schools (1); 
• Provide or subsidize transportation to CCS sites due to distance from school of residence (3); 
• Increase communication between LACOE and referring school district to ensure student enrollment (1) 

and to monitor student progress (1); 
• Increase mental health support for students and families (2) and support services for students who are a 

danger to themselves or others (1);  
• Hire Child Welfare and Attendance Advisors to provide attendance and counseling services (1);  
• Increase referrals to diversion programs (1) and to community agencies for mental health and 

counseling services (1); 
• Establish a clearinghouse of resources to increase student motivation and engagement (1) and have 

districts share best practices regarding successful placements for students who are expelled (1);  
• Require parent education (1); 
• Involve DCFS or law enforcement when parent/guardian does not enroll the student (1);  
• Increase funding to implement local CDS programs (1);  
• Hire a full time counselor to provide individual counseling, assist with goal setting and school-based 

mental health services (1); 
• Rotate content specific teachers into continuation high school teachers throughout the school day (1); 

and 
• Increase professional development for teachers working in alternative settings (1) and administrator to 

student ratio (1). 
 

Alternative placements for students who fail to meet the terms and conditions of the expulsion 
rehabilitation plan or pose a danger to other district students, as determined by the governing board 
The following responses indicate strategies districts use when a student has failed to meet the conditions of the 
rehabilitation plan approved at the time of the expulsion order or who pose a danger to other district students 
(# of responses): 

• Continue in the alternative setting (4); 
• Involuntarily transfer to another site in the school district (2);  
• Refer for Independent Study (4) or to a continuation high school (1), neighboring district (2), local 

charter school (5), private school (1); 
• Refer to a LACOE CDS (8) or to Sunburst Academy (1); 
• Coordinate enforcement with Los Angeles County Probation or the courts (1); 
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• Refer to law enforcement programs (1); 
• Create a behavior plan (1); and 
• Provide targeted interventions (1), additional counseling (1) and wrap around services (1). 

 
What are your best practices, at the site and district levels, of behavioral intervention approaches and 
options used to minimize the number of suspensions leading to expulsions, of expulsions being ordered, 
and to support students returning from expulsions? 
In most cases, EC § 48900.5 requires districts to attempt other means of correction prior to suspension. The 
following are best practices school districts have successfully used to minimize the number of suspensions and 
expulsions (# of responses): 

• Academic support and interventions, including multi-tiered system of supports (12), Student Study 
Teams (6), Response to Intervention (2) and unspecified alternative learning options (1);  

• Behavior support and management strategies, including Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports (36), restorative practices (36), social-emotional learning curriculum (12), School Attendance 
Review Team/School Attendance Review Board (12), Check in/Check Out (6), behavior contracts (4), 
peer mediation (3), Saturday School (3), Board-Certified Behavior Analysts (2), 
behaviorist/interventionists (2), detention (2), reflection journals (1), mentoring (1), Opportunity 
Rooms (1), Behavior Review Intervention Team (BRIT) meeting (1), functional behavior assessment 
(1) and unspecified Other Means of Correction (14); 

• Counseling and mental health support, including Wellness Centers (7), Wellness Counselors/Support 
(7), Trauma Informed Practices (7), telehealth (2), Tobacco Use Prevention Education and vaping 
resources (2), universal screener (1) and unspecified Counseling/Mental Health Support (20);  

• Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) strategies, including equity/rapport building professional 
development for staff (2) and unspecified DEI support (1); 

• Opportunity transfer (2);  
• Parent workshops (11); 
• Referrals to community agencies (13), such as the Department of Mental Health’s School Threat 

Assessment Team (1) and juvenile diversion programs (1) and to school resource officers (1); and 
• LACOE trainings (3). 

o Specific programs mentioned as best practices include: Capturing Kids’ Heart (4), Boys Town 
Model (1), Character Counts (1), Character Strong (1), EduClimber (1), Healthy Futures (1), 
Leader in Me (3), Safe and Civil Schools (2), Second Step (1), Stanford Toolkit (1), Turn Around 
Rooms (1), Vector Student Online Module (1), Youth Court (1) and YVape (1). 
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District Operated Educational Alternatives 
 

District  School  Grades Served  

Antelope Valley Union High 
School District 

Phoenix High Community Day  9-12  

Bassett Unified Nueva Vista Continuation High School 9-12 
Bellflower Unified  Bellflower Alternative Education Center  7-12  
Burbank Unified  Burbank USD Community Day  7-12  
Charter Oak Unified  Bridges Community Day  6-12  
Compton Unified  Compton Community Day Middle 6-8 
Compton Unified  Compton Community Day High  9-12 
Downey Unified Woodruff Academy 7-10 
Eastside Union Elementary  Eastside Academy/Transitional Learning 

Center  
K-8  

El Monte Union High  El Monte Union High School Community Day  9-12  
Glendale Unified  Jewel City Community Day  7-10  
Hacienda la Puente Unified  Valley Community Day  7-12  
Lancaster Elementary  RISE Community Day School 6-8 
Los Angeles Unified  Elementary Community Day School K-6  
Los Angeles Unified  Secondary Community Day School 7-9  
Los Angeles Unified  Aggeler Community Day  7-12  
Los Angeles Unified  Alonzo Community Day  7-12  
Los Angeles Unified  Johnston Community Day  7-12  
Los Angeles Unified  London Community Day  7-12  
Los Angeles Unified  Tri-C Community Day  9-12  
Montebello Unified  Montebello Community Day  7-12  
Palmdale Elementary  Oak Tree Community Day  K-8  
Paramount Unified  Paramount Unified Community Day  7-12  
Redondo Beach Unified  Redondo Beach Learning Academy  6-12  
Temple City Unified Temple City Virtual Academy 7-12 
Temple City Unified Dr. Doug Sears Learning Center 9-12 
Torrance Unified  Gene Drevno Community Day  7-12  
West Covina Unified Monterey Park CDS 9-12 
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California Education Code 
§ 48915(d) 

 
(d) The governing board shall order a pupil expelled upon finding that the pupil committed an act listed in 

subdivision (c), and shall refer that pupil to a program of study that meets all of the following conditions: 
(1) Is appropriately prepared to accommodate pupils who exhibit discipline problems. 
(2) Is not provided at a comprehensive middle, junior, or senior high school, or at any elementary school. 
(3) Is not housed at the school site attended by the pupil at the time of suspension. 

 
 

California Education Code 
§ 48915(f) 

 
(f) The governing board shall refer a pupil who has been expelled pursuant to subdivision (b) or (e) to a 

program of study which meets all of the conditions specified in subdivision (d). 
 
Notwithstanding this subdivision, with respect to a pupil expelled pursuant to subdivision (e), if the county 

superintendent of schools certifies that an alternative program of study is not available at a site away from a 
comprehensive middle, junior, or senior high school, or an elementary school, and that the only option for 
placement is at another comprehensive middle, junior, or senior high school, or another elementary school, the 
pupil may be referred to a program of study that is provided at a comprehensive middle, junior, or senior high 
school, or at an elementary school. 
 
 

California Education Code 
§ 48915.01 

 
If the governing board of a school district has established a community day school pursuant to Section 48661 

on the same site as a comprehensive middle, junior, or senior high school, or at any elementary school, the 
governing board does not have to meet the condition in paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of Section 48915 when 
the board, pursuant to subdivision (f) of Section 48915, refers a pupil to a program of study and that program of 
study is at the community day school. All the other conditions of subdivision (d) of Section 48915 are applicable 
to the referral as required by subdivision (f) of Section 48915. 
 
 
  



 

   vii  

California Education Code 
§ 48916.1 

 
(a) At the time an expulsion of a pupil is ordered, the governing board of the school district shall ensure that 

an educational program is provided to the pupil who is subject to the expulsion order for the period of the 
expulsion. Except for pupils expelled pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 48915, the governing board of a 
school district is required to implement the provisions of this section only to the extent funds are appropriated 
for this purpose in the annual Budget Act or other legislation, or both. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any educational program provided pursuant to subdivision 
(a) may be operated by the school district, the county superintendent of schools, or a consortium of districts or 
in joint agreement with the county superintendent of schools. (c) Any educational program provided pursuant 
to subdivision (b) shall not be situated within or on the grounds of the school from which the pupil was expelled. 

(d) If the pupil who is subject to the expulsion order was expelled from any of kindergarten or grades 1 to 
6, inclusive, the educational program provided pursuant to subdivision (b) shall not be combined or merged with 
educational programs offered to pupils in any of grades 7 to 12, inclusive. The district or county program is the 
only program required to be provided to expelled pupils as determined by the governing board of the school 
district. The subdivision, as it relates to the separation of pupils by grade levels does not apply to community 
day schools offering instruction in any of the kindergarten and grades 1 to 8 inclusive, and established in 
accordance with Section 48660. 

(e) (1) Each school district shall maintain the following data: 
(A) The number of pupils recommended for expulsion. 
(B) The grounds for each recommended expulsion. 
(C) Whether the pupil was subsequently expelled. 
(D) Whether the expulsion order was suspended. 
(E) The type of referral made after the expulsion. 
(F) The disposition of the pupil after the end of the period of expulsion. 

(2) The Superintendent may require a school district to report this data as part of the coordinated 
compliance review. If a school district does not report outcome data as required by this subdivision, the 
Superintendent may not apportion any further money to the school district pursuant to Section 48664 until the 
school district is in compliance with this subdivision. Before withholding the apportionment of funds to a school 
district pursuant to this subdivision, the Superintendent shall give written notice to the governing board of the 
school district that the school district has failed to report the data required by paragraph (1) and that the school 
district has 30 calendar days from the date of the written notice of noncompliance to report the requested data 
and thereby avoid the withholding of the apportionment of funds. 

(f) If the county superintendent of schools is unable for any reason to serve the expelled pupils of a school 
district within the county, the governing board of that school district may enter into an agreement with a county 
superintendent of schools in another county to provide education services for the district's expelled pupils. 
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California Education Code 
§ 48926 

 
Each county superintendent of schools in counties that operate community schools pursuant to Section 1980, in 
conjunction with superintendents of the school districts within the county, shall develop a plan for providing 
education services to all expelled pupils in that county. The plan shall be adopted by the governing board of 
each school district within the county and by the county board of education. 
 
The plan shall enumerate existing educational alternatives for expelled pupils, identify gaps in educational 
services to expelled pupils, and strategies for filling those service gaps. The plan shall also identify alternative 
placements for pupils who are expelled and placed in district community day school programs, but who fail to 
meet the terms and conditions of their rehabilitation plan or who pose a danger to other district pupils, as 
determined by the governing board. 
 
Each county superintendent of schools, in conjunction with the superintendents of the school districts, shall 
submit to the Superintendent of Public Instruction the county plan for providing educational services to all 
expelled pupils in the county no later than June 30, 1997, and shall submit a triennial update to the plan to the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, including the outcome data pursuant to Section 48916.1, on June 30th 
thereafter. 
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